Swansea’s
Slip Bridge
Support Group

Past...Present...and Future



* In 2005 Swansea lost an important
historic heirloom...

 We want to see it replaced and
improved...

» Using the money that was put aside...

...as was promised!



What’s so special about the Slip?
It’s bit of our Bay with a lot of history...

‘As we were strolling on the sands, about a mile above
the town, we remarked a group of figures, in birthday
attire, gambolling in the water: not suspecting that
they were women we passed carelessly on, but ... they
all came running towards us, with a menacing tone
and countenance, that would seem to order us away.
This hostile demonstration arose from a suspicion
that we were going to remove their clothes, a piece of
waggery often practised’. (Swansea, 1803)
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People wanted to change the Slip in the early 1900s but they couldn’t
agree on what it should look like...

THE SANDS OF SWANSEA

oW THEY MIGHT HE, AND HOW THEY ARR.
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In an age before motor transport, the Slip was
the centre of beach life in Swansea;

The beaches of Gower remained largely
undiscovered and anyway, it wasn’t just the
beach that made the Slip so attractive;

It was a centre of fun, games, a market, a
place to meet and a place to be seen;

The trams stopped at the Slip, as did the
Mumbles railway;

And it was a short walk from the Edwardian
town.



"VOTES FOR WOMEN."

In the 1900s Swansea was a
hotbed of politics and unrest.

When Mrs Ada Despard came
to Swansea to campaign for
votes for women she was
banned from speaking in the
Albert Hall because people kept
breaking the windows. So she
used to stand on the Slip and

address the crowds on the
beach!

Another famous speaker who
used the Slip and Victoria park
was Ben Tillett who helped
found the Labour Party MRS, DESPARD

WEASUALE, WOMLNS oM LERGLT
BOREAT STRLLT, ASELFHD WE
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The Slip and the Slip
Bridge are unique

They are a priceless
link with Swansea’s
past and we can keep
them for the future

There 1s no reason for
us to lose these links

The bridge has now
been dismantled...so
why did that happen
and can we do
anything?




So what did actually happen?

The last major maintenance of the bridge was in
1994.

By 2000, the St Helens baths site had become a
valuable property development

The landmark toilets were hastily demolished with
little prior warning to the public

October 2002 the original planning permission for
the McCarthy and Stone developers includes a
condition for building replacement toilets.

By 2003, there is gradual distribution of the notion
that the bridge is unsafe and needs considerable
repair work



The Destruction of the toilets

The toilets were high quality
buildings from the 1920s
designed to cope with the large
demand of visitors to the beach

They were the only public toilets
in the area

They were ornate, clean
buildings of a high quality
intended to compliment the rest
of Victoria Park

After the toilets were safely
demolished Council Leader Chris
Holley admitted that they did
comprise a group of buildings
that could have been considered
as of historic value




The Engineer’s Report

2004 A report was issued reporting on the issues and
options associated with refurbishing or replacing the
Slip Bridge.

The steel parts of the bridge need a lot of work.
The stone parts of the bridge are in good condition.

The Report acknowledges that the decision to
refurbish the bridge has already been made.

However, the Report also states that a replacement
bridge would be a better option ‘although not
acceptable politically’ (and a lot cheaper!).



The Election Promise

Taylor and Sons have
been awarded a contract _
for Swansea City Council
to refurbish the Slip
Bridge

The contract includes
steelwork repairs to the
structure and for a full
protective coat system
using the Highways
Specification.

The works will be carried
out during May and June
2005.
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The Money

Refurbished Bridge £641,000
Replacement Bridge £350,000
Consultation Exercise £35,000

New style ‘Landmark’ bridge £690,000
The Consultation Exercise was ignored.

Labour had ring fenced £350,000 in
their final budget to replace the bridge



Option 1 - Complete removal of the bridge

Cost - Up to £30,000.

This would mean the loss of a local landmark
but is the cheapest option. There is an existing
pedestrian crossing that allows the road to be
crossed safely.

Option 2 - Refurbishment

Cost - Up to £690,000 with £250,000 maintenance
over 10-15 years.
There is insufficient money in the budget for this

option, so the cost will need to be taken from other
council budgets.

Option 3 - Replacement with a similar
structure in appearance

Cost - Up to £350,000 with £100,000 maintenance
over 15 years.

As yet, no money has been allocated for this option.
This would provide a similar landmark to the

Slip Bridge, but would not be an exact replica.




The Consultation Exercise (2)

In 2005 Council
Leader Chris Holley
admitted they had
made a mistake in
offering a badly
managed consultation
“...We dropped a
clanger!”

Lib-Dem activist Gary
Perkins resigned over
the undemocratic way
the final decision to
dismantle the bridge
was taken describing
his party’s actions as
“stupid”



The change to the Planning Consent

e QOctober 2002: Planning Condition 14: Prior to
commencement of work on site details in relation to
the provision of public conveniences...shall be
submitted...and agreed...and shall be completed ...
prior to occupation of the flats.

* The condition was not fulfilled by McCarthy and
Stone developers.

« The condition was removed by a vote of the Council
in November 2004.

e No toilets have been built.



What happened next?

The bridge was removed and
placed in a temporary position e
on the recreation field.

All parties pledged to replace the
bridge using the £350,000
provided in the council funding
Despite the promises the future

of the bridge is put on hold

whilst a Consultation Exercise is
held.

In February 2005, Council
decide that the bridge is to be

No decision is made over

sunk into the tarmac on the what to do with the stone
promenade. abutments
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Far further Information about the Economic Regeneration Strategy, o
far a copy of tils documeant In an altemative format, please contact -

Economic and Strate gic Development Division
City and County of Swansea

County Hall

Swansea

SA1 38N

Tel: +44 (0)1792 636978
Fax: +44 (0)1792 637416

of wisit

wWww. swansea.gov.uk ecomnomicregen e rationstrate gy

So is there a future?

Swansea 2020

Swansea's Economic Regeneration Strategy



The Swansea Bay Strategy

Key locations along the bay's broad sweep have been looked at and
suggestions made on how they can be revitalised.

New visitor facilities and a beach activity zone could be set up on
the seafront close to the city centre.

The St Helen's sports ground would be kept but there would also
be development of the nearby recreation ground to include
university accommodation, student housing and private housing.

A new Adrenaline Sports complex with a café and other visitor
facilities could be created at the bottom of Sketty Lane on the
shore-side of Oystermouth Road.

Further along towards Mumbles there are proposals for an
upgrade of the Blackpill Lido area to include a nature area and a
cycle and footbridge to connect the cycle lanes on each side of
Oystermouth Road.



The St Helens Destination

The Strategy wants a
beach destination

We already have one
at the Slip

It was the place to be
in the past

It can be the place to
be in the future

We can have the roots
of heritage and the
excitement of change
in the Slip and the
Bridge

If we want it we can
put it in the Plans
now!

Above: An attractive café or landmark building at the Slip
Bridge site is an idea liked by many people...



Green Flag...Blue Flag...New Bridge

 Victoria Park is already
winning Green Flag
Awards for its outstanding
green people-friendly
environment

e Winning a Blue Flag award
for the Bay will need a
quality amenity at the Slip
site...just like Caswell Bay
(toilets, shops, disabled
access)

» Arejuvenated Bridge and
attraction at the Slip will
be a key destination point!




Sustainability

Change is happening
everywhere

All over Europe and
America, old iron bridges
are coming to the end of
their useful lives

But bridges are essential
parts of many
communities and they

can’t just be destroyed S~ hhggml e g

They are being replaced
by lightweight,
sustainable, recycled
materials




Coastal Flood Protection

Environmental change means
Swansea bay is increasingly at
risk from traumatic flood
events

The Swansea Bay Strategy
identifies a number of
potential development
opportunities on the seafront
between the City’s waterfront
and Mumbles and they don’t
have flood protection

Any new developments will
need to incorporate
precautions for flood risk and
global warming

A Y S P s L

e A B IA&:}: ..: ;:', B "? ?- e

I.‘1"-.!éfj'.:-'; Lig= 2 ._]_ = . s "h- (IR R

+n-:’a'-if:.,,-i‘-ﬁ£' Ui St Tk R | Tes
3T . ‘rﬁ k= 'r';_':'.,'. ‘.: R X |

g '3“"'.‘&!’-‘.-'-‘:- ZL
B AR
R Feun e
() | o "-"1":'? > o
v Conts - e ill“__,__i

L T o e k] =
'J‘“"'\l“ " .E._'-_,,E.J-'I"‘—'- —

i Tl AT AP | ey
5 S\THE'_.\ A | ;.J o
o .

Extract from TAN 15 (not to scale)

Zone A:
Little or no risk

Zone B:
Areas known to
have previously
flooded

Zone C1:
Served by
significant flood
infrastructure

Zone CZ:
Without
significant flood
infrastructure

Above: Large parts of Swansea are
classed as being without any kind of

protection from flooding.



Renewable Energy

A new Slip Bridge will
not only be made of
new materials.

It will use new types
of solar cell to

collect its own -~ -
energy... "_Jil’ % 1 Ifiim"r" 1 ol
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...1t will have its own 'h ._ j:‘ 4

power network...
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So that it can light
itself with green
energy!




European Waterfront City

We must all guard
against the new
sweeping away

our Heritage!




The Future...

The Bridge shouldn’t have
been destroyed...

...But it has been

But the most expensive
part of it is still there...

...Yes and we can re-use
what’s left to make it
better!

We can use modern
materials and make a new
landmark based on the
original one!



Continuity and Change...

...the Slip and the Slip
Bridge are part of our |
roofts... &

Crmg®
... We can make the Slip a € T
destination site again...

...and involve new
stakeholders...



Embracing change...

By 2020...Swansea is going to be a major European
Waterfront City

Have a say
about our
Future by
protecting our
Past

Thank You

Swansea Slip Bridge Support Group



