
18 May 2007
Laurence Burr
Cadw
Welsh Assembly Government
Plas Carew
Unit 5/7 Cefn Coed
Parc Nantgarw
Cardiff
CF15 7QQ

Dear Mr Burr,

Please accept this letter and attachment as a request for Cadw to reconsider the listed 
building status of the Slip Bridge abutments in Swansea. I am aware that the structure was 
reviewed as part of an earlier survey of Swansea’s Castle Ward but I do now believe that 
circumstances on the ground indicate that a new review of the structure’s status is now 
appropriate. I respectfully ask that you give full consideration to the criteria used to evaluate 
the bridge, as I feel that in the past too much emphasis was made of the fact that the bridge 
was characterised as a nondescript railway structure, whereas the reality of the bridge’s 
history and uniqueness is rather more complex.

In the attached document I have tried to address some of the key issues that I think now 
arise in considering the status of the bridge structure. The proposed redevelopment of 
substantial tracts of foreshore as part of the new tourism strategy will have far reaching 
changes for the area between Swansea Guildhall and the Cenotaph. The proposed changes 
(currently being prepared for public consultation) will mean much of the historic landscape 
and infrastructure will be at best altered and at worst destroyed. In the proximity of the 
Bridge, a significant Victorian drinking fountain has already been destroyed and concerned 
residents are worried over the apparent lack of status and protection for the Slip Bridge itself. 

As we are about to enter the crucial public consultation phase for what is likely to be a very 
controversial scheme, it would help the Council, potential developers and residents alike if 
we could all have Cadw’s fair and clear appraisal of the value of the Bridge to both the local 
community and the wider area.  I have also noted Cadw’s contribution to the Heritage 
Protection for the 21st Century White Paper, and if there is a likelihood that you reject the 
structure for listing I would like to know if there are any procedures for you to recommend the 
structure’s inclusion on a local list of significance or some other form of local designation.

Although the structure is not in immediate danger, the current Swansea council 
administration has made no secret of their desire to devalue the structure rather than 
consider its potential as a key historic community asset.

Yours Faithfully,

Nigel A Robins


